
Lifetime risk estimates

The risk estimates shown below represent the proportion of people expected to develop a given 

cancer during their lifetime. Estimates for the general population are based on observed cancers 

among people in the United States. Estimates for men and women with a BRCA1 or BRCA2 variant 

are based primarily on studies of people of European and Ashkenazi Jewish descent. Estimates for 

people with a BRCA1 or BRCA2 variant represent the risk of developing cancer by the age of 70 (for 

women) or during their lifetime (for men). For some cancers, numerical risk estimates are not 

available.
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* For people with a BRCA1 variant, some studies did not observe an increased risk for prostate 
cancer.
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